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THE SQUIRREL  

I really loved our Thesaurus Synonym Day in school. The 

costumes were so creative and initiated the interest in vocabulary 

and words throughout the day. I believe that the children who are 

exposed to more language, greater vocabulary and regular reading 

on average attain two grades higher in their GCSEs, which is pretty 

amazing so it just brings home just how important it is to read, talk 

and explore language with our children. We will put together our 

Lanesend Thesaurus and send this out for all to enjoy. Thank you 

to you all for supporting our annual Vocabulary Day.  

We were looking at Comic Relief which is in March and this year 

they are teaming up with CBeebies Love Monster and wellbeing. 

We have an idea that it would be lovely for the children to come 

dressed as an ‘emotion monster’ for the day as a fun event in 

school and to raise money for Comic Relief. The Charity Champion 

Team met this week and are very keen to support this event but 

also very keen to have a cake sale. I am really hoping with the 

announcement of returning to Plan A and with the talk of no 

isolation periods that we may look forward to our first Lanesend 

Cake Sale in two years! We have everything crossed! 

Continuing on the Covid theme, you would have received our 

updated plans (which we will now update again with the new 

announcements!) We are going to continue as we are until a point 

where we feel that we can make changes confidently. Currently in 

school we have 1 member of staff and 2 children with positive 

PCRs. Nationally, the numbers were coming down (they did go up 

yesterday across the UK and on the Isle of Wight) but they are now 

suggesting that we are at a point of herd immunity so may be at 

the beginning of Spring. If this is the case we will really have 

something to put a spring back into our step!  

We had a wonderful visit from the Wonderfell Theatre Group for 

our year 6 who really enjoyed their ‘Feeling Good’ workshop. The 

feedback was great and the children engaged brilliantly. 

Wonderfell will return to other year groups throughout the year to 

help support feeling good. Talking about feeling good, the drums 

were brilliant last Tuesday and Year 1 and 3 loved them! This week 

we began a new yoga session to support some of our children 

around their anxieties which went down well. This morning I had a 

great meeting with ‘Starling Songwriters’ who we are hoping are 

also going to come into school and work with the children to 

explore song writing, lyrics, melody, rhythm, vocabulary and write 

class songs around our whole school topic. It all feels good!  

We have had delivered some trees as part of the Queen’s Green 

Canopy campaign and I am going to launch our Lanesend Tree 

Study once my book of ‘The Crooked Apple Tree’ arrives. I am 

also hoping that each class will choose one in our community to 

visit and study together too.  

 

 

Clubs began this week which is great and we have everybody 

signed up for the clubs that start after February half term. We 

have just sent out information on Year 5 Watersports and we are 

so pleased to have secured 50% funding for all children again This 

is amazing and will ensure that all children can experience the 

water that surrounds our beautiful Island (I am aware Year 5 have 

had quite a lot this year with Little Canada, swimming and 

waterspouts so that we can catch up from Covid. I am hoping this 

too will also calm as we move forward).  

We are full on The Lion King Trip and we have a waiting list. We 

did go back to the Mayflower to see if they have any more 

availability but they are also full. We will set up the waiting list and 

allocate from the top first come, first serve and let you know if any 

places become available.  

Dance Live: You will have received the information around Dance 

Live. I hope the information is clear and that you will be able to 

support us with our travel arrangements via Fishbourne and 

Portsmouth this year. We were very pleased with Wightlink’s 

50% discount, not only for us but for our families too. Please do 

take up the offer. Looking at the news last night life is going to 

become more expensive in every way which I will keep in mind as 

we plan events moving forward. We have had a few more 

donations from local businesses which again we are really grateful 

for. Dance Live is moving forward, we are going to try and get 

some extra rehearsals in as we get a little bit closer to try and 

polish the dance. We are going to record some of the dances and 

send them home so that you can help your child with practising 

their dance at home. It is the polishing that is really important; 

making sure we use strong, clear and purposeful movements, from 

the hands, arms and legs to of course pointy toes! The costumes 

are being made, the accessories are being ordered and the t-shirts 

are in print! It is great and it is great to know that we are on our 

way to The Guildhall!  

Next week, in school we have Mike Fleetham in to work with 

some of our teachers and he is also going to be supporting us in 

developing our science teaching and learning across the school. 

Year 2 have got Fire Safety training with the Isle of Wight Fire 

Service. We are also beginning to work with our children who are 

attending the Speech and Drama Festival this year. If there are any 

families out there who could help with the children’s performance 

please let me know as this would be really helpful.  

We have received a weather warning to say that it is going to be 

very cold from now until Saturday so wrap up warm but enjoy the 

gorgeous sunshine. I did as I was driving through Freshwater last 

weekend see my first daffodils.  

Caroline Sice, Headteacher  
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Gentle Reminder: You can set up a Standing 
Order to pay for your child’s lunches, clubs and 

trips so you do not need to remember these 
every month. Just call the office on 293233 and 

we can give you our account details.  

Whole School 

Attendance: 

97.6% 
Last Week’s Answer: Add the number of segments in column 1 to 

the number of segments in column 3. Draw this number of seg-

ments in to column 2. 

 Well done to Gryffindor House who had a huge lead this week on our 

House Point totals. 
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A huge well done to Leah Ball for your 

fantastic maths work this week. We are 

so proud! 

A massive well done to Daisy Grist for 

collecting litter in our community and 

keeping our areas around school clean 

and tidy. Super Job! 

This week’s Diversity Discussion... 

We wanted to say a huge well done to 

Marlon Eriksson who has raised £99 for 

The Ability Dogs for Young People on the 

Isle of Wight by  drawing football 

stadiums. He has a  just giving page 

where he is raising the money for this 

wonderful charity. Super work Marlon, 

you have made us all proud.  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/

marlonsstadiums?

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/marlonsstadiums?utm_source=whatsapp&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=marlonsstadiums&utm_campaign=pfp-whatsapp&utm_term=3599762eacb04831b34e1653448cd6c1
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/marlonsstadiums?utm_source=whatsapp&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=marlonsstadiums&utm_campaign=pfp-whatsapp&utm_term=3599762eacb04831b34e1653448cd6c1


Reception— Talk to me about... weighing in Maths using a scale, Deciduous and Evergreen trees 
and our Talk for Writing story 'Stuck'.  

 Words to use... heavy, light, equal, balance, seasons. 

Tips for the week... practising blending skills of simple words such as kit, got, jug, van 

We have been reading... Stuck, The Runaway Pea and Cave Baby.  

Year 1— Talk to me about....drumming and music. Ask me about tempo.  

Words to use...drum, beat, tempo, volume. 

Tips for the week...ask me how our cress is growing. What have we noticed so far? 

We have been reading...Esio Trot, Goldilocks and the Three Bears, Hansel and Gretel.  

Year 2— Talk to me about ... what a diary is,  

Words to use...past tense, events in order, feelings, I, me, we, our. 

Tips for the week... when adding coins we can count in 2's 5's and 10's  

We have been reading... The Secret garden, George's Marvellous Medicine 

Year 3 – Talk to me about Andy Goldsworthy 

Words to use nature, environmental art, spirals, trial and error, collage 

Tips for the week making groups of 3s and 4s to help times tables 

We are reading Fantastic Mr Fox by Roald Dahl, The Nature Trail by Benjamin Zephaniah and 
The Dreamcatcher by Jamie Thomas 

Year 4- Talk to me about..how Wassily Kandinsky used lines and geometry to create abstract art.  

Words to use... multiply, divide, exchange, partition. 

Tips for the week... show your family the ‘finger trick’ to help remember the 9 times table. 

We have been reading... 'A Midsummer Night's Dream' by William Shakespeare and 'Black Dog' 
by Levi Pinfold. 

Year 5—Ask me about how area and perimeter could be used to measure forests. 

In Geography we have been researching two different countries, Costa Rica and the United 
Kingdom, then comparing them.  

We have also been learning to write a fantasy narrative, including dialogue.  

Year 6— Ask me about how the use of wood has changed over time.  

In maths we are learning to multiply and divide fractions. 

We have been learning how to write an informal letter giving advice to The Lone ling from our 
drama workshop and producing beautiful acrostic poems about our beautiful woodland 

creatures. 

 

 

Use these prompts with your children at home to start a Conversation about 

their week in school... 
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Well done to Team Slytherin with a huge lead this week. 
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